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Diamonds for Peace (DFP) has selected Weasua, a town with
a long history of artisanal diamond mining, to be the targeted
town for their pilot project. Below two miners, Morris
Kromah, the leader of the proposed cooperative, and Moham-
med Konneh, the leader of the Diggers” Association together
with their families describe what their lives are like in their
own words.

Morris, the Miner (52)

I'moved to Weasua when [ was eight in 1974. I have lived here
all through my life except that I fled to Guinea during the civil
war. Before becoming a miner, [ used to be a digger. [ started
digging diamonds in 1996 and later became a miner in 2010.

When my father was killed by the rebels during the civil war,
1 had no one to help me with my school. So I started working
as a digger to follow the foot step of my father since mining
was the major source of income for my family. Through the
mining work, I succeeded in achieving high school diploma
and studied at university level for one year.

I don’t really like this job but there is no other job available to
me. [ don’t like it because getting sponsorship to mine
diamond is very difficult for me. Even if I get sponsorship,
there is no guarantee of finding diamonds. There is no fixed
price for diamond either. No matter how hard I work, I cannot
get enough income to take care of my family responsibly.

My annual income for the last year was USD425. I realized it
came from three pieces of diamonds that were sold for
USD1,000. We made 15% (USD150) deduction for machine
use and paid to its owner. I shared the balance of USD$850
with the diggers at 50% share rate. This was the only money I
got from mining throughout the past year.

There are many challenges with my work. Let me name some:

1) Difficulty in finding sponsorship for my mining projects;
2) Diggers nowadays aren’t willing to work on diamond field;
3) I'have to walk four hours to and from work daily; and

4) My mining claim is located across a big river. During the
deep rainy season, I can’t work there.

There is not much [ can do to improve the situation except that
I can work with some friends during the rainy season just to
get daily meal for my family. I’'m trying to build a house for
my family but it’s long been under construction.

I want to see a modern community with all the basic necessity
for life in the future. For example, a well-built school and a
well-staffed hospital with modern equipment. I want to
educate my children fully so they can become great in the
future.

Kemah, the Miner’s Wife (40)

I love my husband so I like whatever he does to take care of
the family. The mining work is hard and very challenging but
it is our major source of income although we can usually
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afford only one meal per day. We don’t even get a meal for
days when things are difficult.

I do small agriculture and petty trade. It’s all I can do to
help my family. I would like to acquire skills like tailoring
and soap making through which I could generate income.

Varney, the Miner’s Son (14)

I'am in the 6th grade. I walk to school every day and it takes
me just 5 minutes. There are about 700 students with 7
teachers. My class has 40 students. I like my school campus
and my school mates; we have a special play ground for
many different recreational games. I like math and spelling.
I don’t like school children showing disrespect to teachers.

I play many different games but I like playing foot-ball
most. When I grow up, I want to become a medical doctor
so that I can help my community with health problems.

Mohammed, the Digger (38)

I was born in this town but I fled to Sierra Leon during the
civil war. I started working as digger in 1995 shortly after
the death of my father. When I dropped out of school for the
lack of funds, I decided to work as a digger because I lived
in a community where mining diamond is major source of
income for many residents. I feel good because this is the
job I learned and have become used to doing. For many
years, I have survived through digging diamonds.

It is difficult for me to tell my annual income because I dig
diamonds regularly but I am never sure of when I can find
one. Sometimes I can work all year and don’t get a cent.
However, I remember my annual income was USD400 last
year. Diamond digging is the only thing I do.

I have many challenges working as a digger:

- I don’t get needed support:

- Digging diamonds with shovel is difficult especially when
I have to dig like 25 to 30 feet deep;

- I need to have a buyer to buy diamonds at a fair price.

I don’t have a means to help myself out of these challenges.
Otherwise I would have changed them a long time ago.

(continued to the bottom of second page)
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Morris telling his story
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Our Journey

It has been four years since Diamonds for Peace (DFP) was
founded and we would like to reflect on what led to DFP’s
creation and what we have accomplished in these four
years. When Chie became engaged in 2007 she was curious
about where the diamond in her ring came from and started
educating herself about the diamond supply chain from the
mines to consumers. She was dismayed and upset to learn
about the living and working conditions of the mining
workers and felt compelled to try and do something to
improve this industry. That was the start of DFP's journey.
Volunteers who empathized with Chie’s idea began
meeting and DFP officially started its activity as a
voluntary organization in May 2014.

Chie visited Liberia in May 2014. In addition to visiting the
artisanal diamond mining communities, she met with the
Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Land, Mines and
Energy. During that meeting she learned that the Liberian
government was also concerned about the diamond mining
industry, and so DFP decided to select Liberia as the first
targeted country.

A good relationship with the Liberian government was
established. However, unfortunately Liberia was struck
hard by the deadly Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in late 2014
to 2016 thereby refocusing our efforts during this crisis.
DFP conducted awareness raising activities to help stop the
spread of EVD infection in Monrovia, the capital city of
Liberia. In addition, DFP donated thermometers, hand
washing soap, chlorine, bucket, etc. to community primary
schools in Monrovia where the infection rate was high.
DFP also provided food and sanitation materials to patients
and their families in some communities in Monrovia
through a local community voluntary group.

In November 2016, Diamonds for Peace Liberia was
founded as a non-profit organization and the DFP Liberia

office was opened. DFP raised funds to set up the office and
to buy necessary office furniture and equipment through
crowd funding for 50 days in 2017 and we are grateful that
we received a donation of 1,328,000 Japanese yen from 103
contributors.

DFP has been working on awareness raising targeting
consumers in Japan on diamond related issues since the
beginning of our journey. We have translated related
English articles and a book describing human rights abuses
in Angola's diamond mining regions into Japanese,
conducted surveys on the level of awareness by Japanese
consumers and diamond selling companies/shops, held
events and seminars.

Activities and progress sometimes goes smoothly but often
more slowly than we would hope. The idea raised by one
person inspired people around the world, and now DFP's
activities are spreading with the support of supporters and
about 40 volunteers from Japan and abroad. We will keep
working to make DFP’s vision “the world in which
diamonds are mined, cut and processed with humanitarian
and environmental considerations” a reality.

Photo: Primary school students in Monrovia wash their hands
before class with the water tank and soap DFP provided.
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(Continued from the first page)

I want to see an improved school system, improved health
facilities, and an electrified town with modern houses in
this community. I want to build a modern house for my
family, set up an improved business and even become a
diamond dealer.

When I have free time I watch foot-ball games, I just relax
or I go fishing.

Ma Zoe, the Digger’s Wife (35)

I have been living with my husband for 15 years. I sell fried
doughnut. Through this I am helping to pay my children
school fees and provide food for the family. I like my work.
It is the means through which I am able to get some dollars.
I normally don’t have free time, [ am busy all day, but when
1 do, I use the time to rest or sometimes visit friends.

Fatu, the Digger’s Daughter (6)

I am in the ABC class*. I walk to school; it takes me about
10 minutes. In my class, there are 50 students. My class is
overcrowded. I like my teacher because she doesn’t beat
me. I like to play hide and seek on school campus. (*ABC
class is equivalent to kindergarten.)

When [ am at home, I help my mother with the cooking and
some domestic chores. I like my father’s job because he
takes care of me through his job. I want to be a police
woman.
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Our Path

-DFP started as a voluntary group

-EVD Emergency Assistance (till 2016.03)

-Charity Event for EVD assistance

“Experience Africa!” held in Tokyo

-Charity Event for EVD assistance

“The Dawn of Liberia” held in Tokyo

-DFP registered as NPO under Japanese law
-Charity Event “No Drum, No Life” held in Tokyo
-Started the petition addressed to Angolan president
to cancel the sentence against Angolan journalist
(Total 1,016 signatures submitted to Angolan
embassy in Tokyo by Oct. 2017)

-Official Side Event of TICAD*

“GO GO AFRICA!” held in Tokyo

-Conducted survey in the western region of Liberia
(till March 2017)

-DFP Liberia registered under Liberian law

-Paper “Analysis and recommendations to improve
Kimberley Process” published at PMUG**
symposium

-Seminar on the findings of the survey “From the
home of diamonds” held in Yokohama, Japan
-Crowd funding for DFP Liberia

-DFP moved the office to Sakae-ku, Yokohama
-Published Japanese translation of the book “Blood
Diamonds: Corruption and Torture in Angola” by
Rafael Marques de Morais

-Exhibited in JICA*** event for human resources
-Exhibited in Yokohama Internaitonal Festa 2017
-Exhibited in Yokohama International Forum
-Published “The Diamond White Paper,

the awareness survey on consumers and diamond
selling companies on the diamond related issues” in
Japanese

*TICAD: Tokyo International Conference on African Development
**PUMG:The Japanese Society of Geo-Pollution Science, Medical Geology and Urban Geology
*#**JICA: Japan International Cooperation Agency
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DFP Liberia office is
now equipped with
office furniture
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Highlight for 2017/18

O Self-Reliance Support (Liberia)

Since June 2017, we have been studying the criteria for the
four villages shortlisted for our project, established a
working relationship with the artisanal diamond stakehold-
ers (miners, diggers, local mining authorities etc.),
promoted the understanding of the project, and made
revisions as necessary. While everyone we met in villages
said they needed DFP’s support, we realized that the
majority of artisanal diamond mining stakeholders were not
ready to be supported because they had not taken any action
to solve their own problems. We need to identify a targeted
village that would be likely to achieve productive results
under the project. The DFP coordinator visited each village
two or three times, interviewed miners, held explanatory
meetings and encouraged them to progress with their own
efforts by his next visit.

nKey Issues

1) Chain of Poverty

The artisanal diamond mining diggers and miners depend
on investors to cover a part or all of the cost of mining
activities because they cannot afford it. In return, investors
purchase diamonds at discounted asking prices when
diamonds are recovered. Diggers and miners cannot obtain
fair profits and must continue to rely on the investors. In
addition, we have determined that they do not have the
ability to negotiate fair prices because:

i) Diggers and miners do not bargain collectively

ii) There is unfair profit sharing between a miner and
diggers.

iii) Diggers and miners do not have the knowledge to
evaluate the true value of diamonds

iv) Most of the diggers and miners do not have an
awareness of labor and human rights

2) Funding Sources of conflicts/terrorism

Diamonds being used a funding source for conflict and
terrorism is one of the serious challenges the diamond
industry has been facing for many years. Because it can be
difficult to identify the origins of diamonds (due to a lack of
oversight and government regulation) falsification of
authenticity documents and smuggling often results. The
main cause of smuggling is the poverty of miners. Because
miners do not have enough funds to obtain/renew the
mining license, many are involved in illicit mining. When a
miner discovers diamond products he is not compelled to
sell them to licensed brokers. Therefore the miners
frequently sell diamonds to black market middlemen before
the mining authority notices. In turn, the middlemen

smuggle the diamonds to unknown destinations where
there is a possibility of becoming a source of funding for
conflict and terrorism.

3) Promoting Understanding of Activities

In order for the project to be successful and to be
sustainable, it is necessary that the beneficiary will
actively participate in activities taking it as their own
project instead of thinking “outsiders help us.” The DFP
Coordinator held briefing and Q&A sessions as explained
previously. When we emphasized that we would not give
money to the stakeholders for nothing, they, especially the
diggers, raised the question "why do you not give money
to us suffering from poverty?"

DFP is not a mining company so it does not directly buy
and sell diamonds, it does not hire miners and diggers.
DFP is an NGO that supports miners and diggers to
become self-sufficient by developing a mechanism for
them to earn efficiently. The majority of diggers
understood but some looked unconvinced.

In Liberia, one of the poorest countries in the world, there
are frequent cases of betrayal and someone being
deceived, so it may be unavoidable for some stakeholders
not to believe what we say.

Through our activities, we will keep encouraging people to
trust each other and realize that they have the power to
make differences.

4) Diggers’ organizing themselves

The first thing we believe the diggers need to do is
organize themselves and act as an organization. Even if
DFP does not implement the project in the village, they
can bargain and act collectively to solve their own
problems. The DFP coordinator has encouraged the
diggers in three villages, except one where they are
already organized, to organize themselves by explaining
its significance. As a result, diggers in Weasua have
organized themselves. The leader is a person appointed by
the leaders of the village and miners but they plan to hold
an election in the near future to elect their leaders
democratically.

5) Selecting a Targeted Village for the Project

We developed the standards for selection of a targeted
village. Then we quantified the situation, success probabil-
ity, risk, etc. of the shortlisted four villages. As a result, we
have selected Weasua where people are already working
on solving issues and concerns by themselves.
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Miners, diggers and community members sign the letter of
request to DFP.
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< Awareness Raising Activities (Japan)

“Diamond White Paper” Released in Japanese

This paper is a summary of the results from the survey
conducted in 2016/17 aimed at finding out the level of
awareness of diamond related issues by consumers and
diamond sales companies mainly in Japan. The survey
consists of: 1) the internet consumer survey targeting 1,102
men and women in their 20’s to 60’s nationwide; 2) the
questionnaire survey targeting diamond product selling
companies; and 3) the covert survey at diamond jewelry
stores (16 brands in Tokyo, 5 in London, one in San
Diego). DFP volunteers visited the jewelry stores as
consumers and asked general information about a certain
diamond jewelry displayed prominently, its traceability
and the conditions of workers at mines and factories.

We plan to use the results to improve our future awareness
raising activities. The report in Japanese is available at
DFP’s website. An English version is also scheduled to be
published shortly. We are planning to conduct this kind of
survey regularly to measure consumers’ and retailers’
awareness on the issues.
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Diamond White Paper
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Blood Diamond

TIYRFATESR
“Blood Diamond: Corruption and Torture in Angola”
Released in Japanese
"Blood Diamonds: Corruption and Torture in Angola” is a
book published in 2012 and authored by Rafael Marques
de Morais, an Angolan journalist who uncovered the
horrific violence (killing, torture etc.) and human rights
violations in a diamond mining region of Angola. Govern-
ment corruption was found to be behind much of the
illegal activities. As a result of exposing political and
military officials, Morais was arrested and given 6 months
suspended sentence after a questionable trial.
DFP’s team of volunteer translators worked on translating
the book into Japanese for over a year so that Japanese
people can get to know what is going on in Angola. Full
text download is available at DFP’s website. You can read
the special message from Rafael at the release at:
http://eng.diamondsforpeace.org/blood-diamond-angola/

Other Awareness Raising Activities
Please check our DFP’s website for more details.

m Online Petition Campaign

From August 2015 to October 2017, DFP conducted an
online petition campaign demanding the Angolan
President to pardon the sentence against the journalist,
Rafael Marques de Morais, who revealed the inconvenient
truths of the diamond industry in Angola in his book. A
total 1,016 signatures from 42 countries were gathered
through the campaign and DFP submitted the signatures to
the Angolan embassy in Tokyo with the open letter.

m Disseminating information

DFP regularly posts articles on diamond related issues, the
reality of the artisanal diamond miners and diggers lives in
Liberia, and the culture and lifestyle in Liberia at DFP’s
websites in Japanese and English, and Facebook page. We
translate the important articles about diamond related
issues into Japanese that do not receive wide publicity in
the Japanese media and post them on DFP’s media.

m Restructuring English Website

DFP’s staff is learning social marketing and website
planning to restructure the website which will be renewed
in a few months. This project is funded by “Panasonic
NPO Support Fund for Africa” for the year of 2018.

m e-Newsletter

We send e-newsletters in Japanese once or twice a month
to let our supporters know the latest information/activities.
We will start e-newsletter in English shortly.

m Seminars and Lectures

We offer talks in seminars and lectures at schools, private
companies, and public/charity organizations. The theme of
the talks vary from diamond related issues, international
development and career development. In February 2018,
DFP’s “Situation Analysis of the Artisanal Diamond
Mining in the Western Region of Liberia” was utilized as
teaching material in the intensive course of the Faculty of
International Resource Sciences at the Akita University in
Japan.

m Events

We occasionally hold our own events to share our updates
and plans, as well as staff exhibits at international festivals
or events. Please see the section of “Our Path.”
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Left: Exhibiting at JICA seminar for human resources in
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DIAMONDS FOR PEACE

Our Plan

O Self-Reliance Support

The right figure shows the good cycle that we consider
as a goal for the artisanal diamond miners and diggers in
Liberia.

We have divided the process to achieve this goal into
five phases to make it feasible. See the figure “Plan.”
We are planning to develop the training program for
diggers in the first phase this year. Upon securing
funding, we will conduct basic training on democracy,
human rights, team work and on profitable side business
(bee keeping).

Why Bee Keeping?

The demand for honey has been increasing in the world
and Liberia is not an exception. There is a huge demand
for honey in Liberia and the supply has not been met.
DFP found an NGO in Liberia which provides bee
keeping training and a company which buys all the
honey produced in a way that the bee keepers are
instructed in the training at a fair price. Diggers only
need to spend 15 minutes per week to take care of the
bee hives once they set them up. We believe it will
provide a good stable income to them and the profits
from finding diamonds will be an added income.

< Awareness Raising Activities

DFP’s research team is working on analyzing the child
labor situation in the diamond cutting and polishing
factories in India. Currently the team is conducting a
review of the information gathered thus far. We will post
more details in the next newsletter.

We will keep disseminating the information on diamond
related issues and how we are working to help through
DFP’s own media and external collaborating media.
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Artisanal diamond mining
without depending on
exploitative investors

-

stakeholders

Miners’ Cooperative and Association
of Diggers can negotiate with

The selling price of
diamonds increases

Miners and diggers
secure fair profits
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Miners and diggers
become self-sufficient
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democracy, human rights, team work etc.
2) Profitable side businesses for diggers (bee keeping)
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1) Organizing diggers into associations (divisions of Miners’
Cooperatives to be formed in 2nd phase), basic training on
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adjust existing standards
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1)DFP develops standards of fair trade diamonds or

2)DFP develops methods to ensure traceability
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Certified fair trade diamonds circulate
in international formal market
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2nd phase/5 2E5p&

1) Organizing miners into cooperatives, basic training on smart mining,
rough diamond evaluation, governance etc.

2) A cooperative and its division (diggers’ association) work as a team
3) Profitable side businesses for miners & diggers
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4th phase/S54E5%bS

DFP certifies cooperatives as fair trade
diamond producers
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Meet DFP’s Board

Chie Murakami ~ Tomone Kawai Kenji Tanaka

HEFE N&mRE HH=
Chie Murakami, Founder, DFP & DFP Liberia
Chie founded DFP after learning about diamond
related problems. She is a consultant for international
development and has lived in Haiti, Laos and Kenya.
She loves to play tennis.

Tomone Kawai, Deputy Director, DFP

Tomone worked at a Japanese NPO where she
managed grant making programs for Japanese NPOs
and philanthropic projects before joining DFP. She is
a mother of three children.

Kenji Tanaka, Board Member, DFP

Kenji is a Certified Tax Accountant in Japan and runs
his own tax accounting office. At the same time, he
operates a youth camp to foster children’s zest for
living through activities in nature.

Mai Suzuki, Board Member, DFP Liberia

Mai is an international development consultant in the
area of industrial promotion/business development in
developing countries. She has lived in Malawi,
Liberia and Ethiopia.

Hanae Aida, Board Member, DFP Liberia

Hanae is a nurse and a consultant specializing in
Public Health. She has lived in Ghana, Sierra Leone
and Liberia. She loves coffee. Her motto is “Little
drops of water make a mighty ocean”

J. Worlobah Momolu,

Board Member, DFP Liberia

Worlobah is an advocate for children’s and women’s
rights in Liberia. Many Liberians love and respect
him for his integrity and personality.
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Some board members
and volunteers
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Become a Supporter

We need your support in order to implement the
activities described in “our plan.” DFP has programs
for individuals and corporate supporters.

Individual Supporter

You can choose from the following categories.
[Monthly Supporter]

- 0.5ct Supporter: USD5/month

- 1 ct Supporter: USD10/month

- 2 ct Supporter: USD20/month

- 3 ct Supporter: USD30/month

[Annual Supporter]

- Silver Supporter: USD30/yr

- Gold Supporter: USD50/yr

- Platinum Supporter: USD100/yr

- Diamond Supporter: USD300/yr

[One Time Supporter]
-UsD10 -Your preferred amount
Corporate Membership

We have the following membership categories:
1) White Diamond Member (USD300/yr)

2) Yellow Diamond Member (USD500/yr)

3) Pink Diamond Member (USD1,000/yr)
Please check out DFP’s website for details.

Become a Volunteer

We consider volunteers as an important part of the
organization. We welcome committed individuals
over 20 years old with related professional
experiences to maximize its social impact.

Some areas of volunteer:

- Fundraising - Proofreading
- Advocacy - Writing

- Publicity - Website

- Graphic Design - Research

You can register through DFP’s website:
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—"Contact

Diamonds for Peace
1-2-1 Earth Plaza, Kosugaya, Sakae-ku
Yokohama City, Kanagawa, 247-0007 Japan

Diamonds for Peace Liberia

J.M. Kollie’s Yard, 1st Avenue,

Mandingo Quarter, Kakata, Margibi County,
Liberia

Email: info@diamondsforpeace.org
Facebook: diamondsforpeace

-\http: //eng.diamondsforpeace.org
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