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Camp Alpha

Artisanal diamond mining in Liberia
provides a source of livelihood for
approximately one hundred thousand
Liberians. Camp Alpha is one of the
communities where mining is the
primary source of income. It is situated
in Gbarpolu County in the western
region of Liberia. The name of the
community includes the word “camp,”
however, it is not a camp any longer but
a town. There are approximately 3,500
residents living in Camp Alpha, and
their major source of livelihoods
depends on artisanal diamond mining.
This community has amazing natural
geographical features, such as forests,
rivers, and kimberlite which is an
igneous rock known to be the main host
matrix for diamonds. Diamonds which
were formed very deep in the earth thou-
sands of years ago are brought close to
the surface through volcanic eruptions.
The diamonds are eventually naturally
eroded from the kimberlites and they
end up in the rivers over time. Therefore,
the presence of these natural features,
especially the rivers and the kimberlite,
is evidence that Camp Alpha has a huge
potential for diamond mining. In addi-
tion, it is estimated that the forest covers
a land space of approximately thirty
thousand hectares with many small
rivers and creeks running through it that
are potential sources for diamonds.
Among them, the Pampaya Creek has
been a successful source of the most
diamonds so far and the majority of the
miners had been mining diamonds on
this creek for many years.

However, in 2021, the Liberian govern-
ment established a national park in the
Camp Alpha area to preserve the forest
and wildlife in the region and named the
park the Gola National Park (GNP). The
GNP encompassed most of the Pampaya
Creek and it was declared as a No-Go-
Zone, so mining, farming, and hunting
were banned. As a result, the residents
major source of livelihood has been
interrupted as most of the miners are
currently left without diamond mines.

Prior to the establishment of the GNP,
the miners in Camp Alpha had decided
to organize themselves into a miners’
cooperative in 2019 so they could work
together for their common good.
Although their efforts were influenced
by the government through the World
Bank Forest Sector Project, they were
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convinced that working together would F¢47 > 7 )L

bring them more benefits. Therefore, UXU 7 TCDFIEODY A V7ED RIEZE
they agreed to set up the cooperativeand (., HLZ10F AL DU 7 AD
named it the Pampaya Mining Coopera- £ 5% %X CW\Fd, Fv > T 7IL
tive Society (PAMCOS). As of January J 7 #f(x, U~RUZESFCAIET S/(
2024, PAMCOS has a membership of ;)LD 1 DTT. #(E [Fv>
seventeen members, all of whom are | ~&21F5NTLNETH. BIED
artisanal diamond miners given that itis 82 T (FR <HHCRD> TLET . A
a cooperative of miners. Although (Z{Z&LE3,500ANES L. HADE
PAMCOS is still considered a pre- IR ANBEIFEOSAVEY RIFRT
cooperative because it has not satisfied 9, Zm4f(E, F#k. ). TLTED
all the conditions set by the government —Zh\S45 A E> RHhEREN3TF
to obtain full-fledged cooperative status, >~ J(1J) —2& &\ = RIES LOEZRD
they are hoping to get full-fledged status 458%=H L CWET, MhHE< THERR
in the near future. ENIEFAVPES RIE, KILDOBX(C
. FOTHRALETHULUHEENETD .,
The establishment of the GNP adversely 5 47 E> RESAFEE/(U—E(F
affected PAMCOS progress towards BA(C2EEN. BWIATEY RE
creating a cooperative as the majority of (3 h\3 0 F 4, PR TEDI A T7ED
its members lost their mines. Consider- R (ZBEOERBEEEC/IICHaNE
ing that mining is the major source of g, Dxn. Fv > T 7I)LIT 74T/
income, PAMCOS’ progress is being o3> )() —E£HREFETIEND &
derailed because the members who are (3, COH TELETADYAIVEIR
affected by the GNP restrictions cannot Z#Z BT = 3T EEEEWSH TS &L
afford to make the required financial 5= T3, ZOAROKESTIIFBTH
contributions to support PAMCOS’ #k(CEONTHO. HAaomEITL3,
activities. In view of these challenges, A5 —jL&HEFEEN. YA TVEVR
PAMCOS members have been trying to #{EiE TE=Z3/NEL)IHNMZ B
find potential new diamond mining sites SN FEd, TORCE/ (> /(7o) —
outside of the GNP. Another challengeto 7 - \S I TLNDZ L DIAVEIR
the creation of the PAMCOS is that the hRZNTLELE.
miners’ method for prospecting poten-
tial sites has historically been based on |Lh L2021, UAR ZRATFIZZ 0l
myths and outdated traditional meth- fsDFHEH & BFEEMERE T D=8
ocfs. Because of their work in other TSEWVABFESZILELRE, /()¢
mining communities, PAMCOS made a 74 1) — OO AT T SEIILEIIC
request to Diamonds for Peace (DFP)to N3 & (CRD. IBADEIFX
provide support to conduct a training so faf(C/3 0, {RiE. EEDSEAZ LS
different prospecting techniques could NF Lz, (FEAEDFREEITEIC
be presented. gjkg'fa_ﬁf‘/ RikhZE%>TUL
27ZMDTY,
DFP decided to provide PAMCOS with 5
technical support in_teaching respon- JSE/NEOIRICHEIS, Fv>
sible prospecting with funding from 77717 7 4 DIFEE 125 (320194,
LUSH Japan Charity Bank so that the igigsiaxirt i, /(O ) (WiniEsE
disturbance to the earth would be mini- & &2 {473 U=, tHRIBITOFHMAT
mized and their pmsBecting would be OT T O RERLTUARY PIAFOE
based on science. DFP held aresponsible #%# & (3. 8EWCBRHTBIETEL
prospecting training in Camp Alpha on NZ < DFIZEHESND ERELUHES
December 15th 2023. EHULEDTY, 202451 FIRTE.,
Y HER(E178T, EENFEOYIAT
The Training T RFEECI. AEGE, O
At the training, the trainer taught the 7R EsH DESDEMESE F 27
participants that there are five stages in | TUW\RWDOTREST IH. FLIG
the diamond mining life cycle; it starts 3. FRESEIREBICEFLEA
with prospecting and goes through T \F=19,
exploration, diyﬁging, processing and
reclamation. The training focused on TSEIZANBEORIICLH>T. EHEE
prospecting as it was the most crucial O KENREILUEEZWELE, EEHS
need for PAMCOS at the present time. QU A DAL U, HEICEEHE
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Prospecting is the process by which a
miner searches the forest to be able to
make a decision on whether diamonds
can be found in a certain location or not;
it is the first and one of the most crucial
stages in the mining work cycle; there-
fore, it requires the miner to have the
scientific knowledge on how the
diamond is formed, how it was brought
close to the surface of the earth, how it
concentrates and what the indicators are
that show diamonds are likely to be
found in a certain area; otherwise it is
almost impossible for a miner to find
diamonds.

The training helped the participants
understand that diamonds are formed
very deep (about 140 kilometers) in the
earth; and that the diamonds were
brought close to the surface of the earth
bf' means of volcanic eruptions that took
place millions of years ago. The
diamonds erode from t{|e hills down into
the rivers and they get concentrated as
they hit against the other rocks which
break into pieces while the diamonds
remain whole. Considering this process,
it is typically more likely for a miner to
find diamond deposits in places where
there were/are falls in the rivers. The
articipants also learned that there are
ots of physical processes that are caus-
ing changes to the earth surface, and
these need to be taken into consider-
ation while prospecting. As an example,
the trainer informed them that rivers
change position over time; therefore, it
is expedient to look out for places that
show signs that a river may have existed
in the past, because diamonds usually
end up in the rivers.

The trainer suggested that waterfalls,
smooth sand along river banks, natural
trenches, flats along or between rivers
and round quartz rocks are potential
indicators to look out for during a
diamond prospecting exercise. As the
miner searches the forest and finds any
of these signs, the trainer demonstrated
how it is useful to dig small test holes in
the potential areas to find signs that
diamonds may be in the gravel layer but
the miner needs to make sure to always
backfill the test holes after digging,.

Reaction of the Participants

The miners had generally believed many
myths about diamonds and diamond
mining; for example they had always
believed the diamond has supernatural
powers to choose where it wants to be on
the earth; therefore, people only find it if
they have luck given by god. They also
believed the diamond will always be in
places where there is corundum, which
they refer to as samples for diamonds
As a result, they often used the guessing
method and dug random holes lookin

for diamonds in places where they coulg

find corundum. The miners in Camp .

Alpha also believed that it is a diamond
that causes an airplane to fly like miners
in other mining communities in Liberia.

During the training, the miners were
encouraged to open their minds so that
they would be able to learn new ideas
that would help them improve their
mining work, and reduce their labor and
the amount of disturbances to the earth
as they wusually dig many holes
randomly. As they participated in the
training, they realized that they could
find more diamonds efficiently with
their new knowledge how the diamonds
were brought close to the earth surface,
the physical processes that concentrate
diamonds and the signs that show
diamonds may be found in a certain
area.

Following the training, the participants
admitted that they had been wasting
energy and resources and also causing
lots of problems on the earth by digging
holes randomly while guessing where to
find diamonds. They promised to prac-
tice using the new knowledge to improve
their mining work. With the introduc-
tion and completion of the one-day
responsible prospecting training, the
cooperative miners have stated that the
knowledge they acquired will go a long
way in helping them to find new mining
spots as they now have the capacity to
responsibly conduct prospecting.

DFP will monitor their practice of
responsible prospecting and further
support PAMCOS in satisfying all the
conditions to obtain full-fledged coop-
erative status.
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In response to a request from Warity
Elementary and Junior High School, the
only school in Weasua, DFP renovated
one of the three toilet facilities with 6
stalls that had been out of use, and
handed it over to the school in March
2024. Since the locks and doors of the
facilities were damaged and no longer
usable, the students and teachers had to
practice open defecation. The school, in
consultation with DFP, decided to allow
the neighborhood residents to use these
toilets which had
prohibited for use by neighbors due to
trespassing and vandalism. Students
and teachers now take turns cleaning the
restrooms and the facility will be regu-
larly monitored to ensure that the
restrooms are properly used and main-

tained. In FY2024, another toilet facility AIEER T

is scheduled to be renovated.
DFP appreciates Tkuo Shibuya, Tokyo

their kind contribution to this renova-
tion.
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Testimonials

Samba
(Chairperson of PAMCOS)

The steps to follow when conducting a

responsible prospecting, how diamonds

are found together in rivers, the process
by which diamonds came close to the
surface of the earth are some new things

[ learned in this training. Following this ~ ‘

training, I feel motivated and empow-
ered; going forward, 1 will apply the
knowledge in my mining work and will
also help to tutor the boys (diggers) who
are working with me so they too can have
the knowledge.

Fannia (Treasurer of PAMCOS)

I learned that I need to look out for the
natural features that show signs that
diamonds can be found in a certain area
duril:ig prospecting. Before the training,
T used to dig holes randomly by guessing
every time I prospected for a new mining

" site; little did 1 know that I was wasting

time, efforts and resources, and at the
same time degrading the land. But this
training has taught me that if 1 adopt a
responsible diamond prospecting prac-
tice, T can save time and resources. I can
also use the trenching method, which is
efficient and can help me know which
side of the land has prospects of finding
more diamonds so that the miner can
focus his attention in such area, which
will reduce the number of holes the
miner digs. The training was rewarding,
it has added to my knowledge, and has
given me the advantage to increase my
chances of finding more diamonds.
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Weasua, DFP’s first partner community,
has many satellite villages, one of which
is named Gbugbay. Gbugbay is a small
village, its residents depend maml\ on
artisanal diamond mining and rice farm-
ing for their livelihoods. This time DFP
decided to hold a basic responsible
diamond mining workshop in more
practical way at one of the mines in
Gbugbay in December 2023. Sixteen
miners and diggers from three minin,

communities (Weasua, Gbarma an

Camp Alpha) in Gbarpolu County, Libe-
ria, pam(:l%ated in a three day ractical
training which included the” following
topics.

Processing with a Diamond
Chute

The diamond chute is a simple machine
that the trainer prototyped with locally
available resources based on the hydro-
phobic properties of diamonds and
mtroduced it to the participants to help
them in the process of processing their
gravel for an effective result. This
machine was first introduced to the
miners in Weasua in the basic respon-
sible diamond mining training in May
2023. Following the introduction of the
machine in Weasua, a pilot operation
was conducted during the workshop in
Gbugbay.

By using the already washed (processed)
ravel, it would show the effectiveness of
the machine if a diamond was missed

Raphael a dlgger from
Gbugbay Village

I learned that tlenchmg helps a
miner to smartly explore for
diamond deposits, and it helps to
reduce the amount of labor and
resources used in a mining project,
and it also reduces the amount of
disturbances caused to the earth.
Therefore, 1 am happy that
Diamonds for Peace brought this
training to my community. Going
forward, 1 feel empowered knowl-
edge wise, and I pledge to use the
knowledge to transform my work
and my life. I will also help to teach
the knowledge to my friends, so that
they too can get the benefits.

during processing lhrough lradluonal
methods. The trainer encouraged the

participants to continue using the
machine until its effectiveness is
achieved.

Mining Map

The participants learned that mapping is
one of the important practices in
mining. It is associated with prospecting
and exploration as it helps the miner to
keep track of important information
such as features of the terrain, the spots
where the miner has found diamonds in
the past, and helps the miner analyze
where to dig next. A mining map serves
as a guide for the miner. The partici-
pants learned that in order to properly
develop and read maps, and then
individually developed sample maps for
their practlcc The trainer encourage:
the participants to practice developing
maps for their individual mining claims.

From DFP’s perspective the partici-
pants’ knowledge and understanding
are still very limited as people in Liberia
donot traditionally use maps and they
are not accustomed to any type of map.
DFP will facilitate having more miners
and diggers get used to using a map and
practice what they have learned.

This project is supported by Japan
Fund for Global Environment.
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Fatumata, a proposed !
miner from Weasua Town !
I'm excited that T participated in the
responsible diamond mining train-
ing. During the training, I learned
that when a person smartly and |
res onsibly conducts prospecting, !
e/she stands a chance to recover 1
more diamonds with less efforts and 1
expenses. .
.
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Therefore, when I start mining, T will
teach the knowledge to diamond
diggers who will work with me and
encourage them to practically apply
the knowledge.
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Hanae (Tokyo), FEZXSA
Management member (RmE)
I lived i:l].s lf.ibcria for twl(() years, wl;((ire BE A /N—
Diamonds for Peace works. I received a < o
lot of s‘{)porl from Liberians both at u‘,ﬁ"]:, Q,W‘Déih?
work and in my daily life. T had great 5{’\3 t (L_Zﬁftraiﬁ"
experiences there and I wanted to stay /“U,'F bf-{,‘ |$,lr
connected and return the favor, even tH %E’E—CBJ’\J
after I left Liberia. l: used to wo;‘k at dthe 5{2‘{263{ D&Eé%%
same company where DFP’s founder,
Chie used to work, and T learned about HEDBIIILNT
the idea for the organization before she %72.0)7: ')"‘JT”ZEI“’U’ BEOBNDESS
visited Liberia for the first time. 5, BiRBLZUEWERBOTWELE,

When I heard that DFP was providing
support to Liberia for the people who
were affected by Ebola, I began volun-
teering with them and hoping to use my
experience in public health. I had no
connection or interest in diamonds
before joining DFP, but through volun-
teering I learned about diamond related
issues and became more conscious of
"fairtrade” and "seeing the faces of the
producers” in my daily life.

I have been inspired by the activities of
other volunteers who have been makin
use of their own special skills. 1 woulg
like to continue to support DEP's activi-
ties where “everyone shines like
diamonds."

REOHF LEALRURTTEVTUVCE
HMBEDFPEHND, TRSHMFBDOKFRITICH
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D17 h— R Il EFEEDRENRZ I
ERGEI LI EUE.

MEOASSA> LT, HEROEFTEHS
SEESNRVLIBMORS T4 T DT R
A CEBORHIEENUEEIL TO ST
ZFERL. FEEESO>TVET . ChhHE
[TARTHOADTATES ROLSCHEC 126D
DFPOERNZIGIELTVELLWEBVET,
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Who Are Supporting DFP?

Let us introduce the voices of one of our
corporate members.

VANTYGEM DIAMONDS
White Diamond Member

We are importers/manufacturers of
loose natural diamonds and wholesal-
ers to professional independent retail
jewellers since 1973. At Vantyghem
Diamonds our priority is ensuring every
natural diamond sent to our retail
partners are ethically sourced, profes-
sionally graded, and individually
verified so that they can be sure they're
investing in not only the highest quality
but most ethically sourced diamonds
available.

I met Chie back in 2016 when we were
working together to help her source
traceable diamonds for her clients for
her previous company. As we got to
know each other we knew we both had a
passion and commitment for ethically
sourced transparent diamond supply
chains. Everyone should equally benefit
through the diamond pipeline! I got a
better understand from her about DFP
and what she was creating. I believe
many  countries have  beautiful
diamonds to offer and if I could help in
anyway b\ su porting causes like DFP
we could

: b promote ethics and
fairness in the

iamond industry.

Each diamond has a story — a history
and a future and we are dedicated to
creating a legacy for each one. That's the
joy of diamond. There’s the incompa-
rable, natural beauty of a natural
diamond. Not only should the person
receiving such a token of beauty and
symbolism bring joy, but it should also
bring a rcsp()mlblht\ to our Earth and
the people involved.

By supporting causes like DFP, we aim
to foster a cuﬁure of ethics, sustainabil-
ity, and social res onqlblht\ throughout
the diamond pipeline. We firmly believe 7+
that every step towards a more ethical
and transparent industry is a ste
towards a brighter future for dr
involved.

i Recent Press Mentions
i« Asahi Newspaper for Junior & Senior High
E School Students in Japan (May 12th 2024)
t » Asahi Newspaper for Primary School

¢ Children in Japan (May 8th 2024)

!« “Women of Impact”

v Gems & Jewellery by Gem-A

I (2024 Spring)

i » “Looking Beyond Diamonds and Money”
i The New York Times (March 7th 2024)
!« “Superstition: An Uphill Battle for

E Diamonds for Peace”

t The Source by Ethicalmetalsmith

' (February 2024)

+ « “Artisanal Diamond Mining: Addressing
i the Knowledge Gap”

. GEMS & GEMOLOGY by GIA

E (2023 Winter)
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Diamonds for Peace is contributing to the following global goals,

FAVESR- D= E-ARTNSOBHOIELHREEOZIRICHALTLET,

NO
POVERTY

GENDER
EQUALITY

HEEED

1

I -FEEFRUES &

1

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
ANDPRODUCTION

CLIMATE
ACTION

QO

DUBWEONIW/E

SRECRARRRE

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

2RKEMVEHRPIC

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

PN

4=

WSHEEREEY  APEOFFFEED

LIFE
ON LAND

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

15

17

EOBHAEF3D ,u.-w-s-»;rﬂg{r;gn:u::«.ﬁ

4

DIAMONDS FOR PEACE

Corpomfe WMembers

2EDC

N4
an

Thank you for supporting DFP! ISESHDNESTENET!

¢ Blue Diamond Member
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Diamonds for Peace O BEEEFESEA O
-2-1 Earth Plaza, Kosugaya, Sakae-ku 44V EYR-JA—-E—2
Yokohama City, Kanagawa, 247-0007 247-0007
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Diamonds for Peace - Liberia NPOREDZHOEIFER

Francis Lewis Estate, Kakata,

Margibi County, Liberia X=)b: info@diamondsforpeace.org

€ X Linked

Email: info@diamondsforpeace.org

‘\https:;‘ /eng.diamondsforpeace.org
L

https://diamondsforpeace.org
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Become a
corporate

member

You can support DFP’s cause by becoming a corporate
member!

You can select a category which suits your needs. DFP will
post your company or brand at her website as well as in the
newsletter “The Journey.” You can also post about DFP and

EAREBCBIT AAVEIR TA— - E—-2DFENRIGIBLERAD ?
BHo--X(CEDE. EARENTIV-2HEUEITET.
DFPOYIIHA MrZ1—RL%—The Journey TEASEEOBN
EZUTVEY, e, EHOUITHYA NECDFPOESICOI%BE L TIE
{ZEBEIEETT,

Category Annual Membership Fee
White Diamond Member UsD 300
Yellow Diamond Member usD 500
Pink Diamond Member usD 1,000

Blue Diamond Member Your preferred amount over

usD 1,000

Check out the below URL for more details/application:
https://eng.diamondsforpeace.org/corporate-membership/
Should you have any questions, feel free to email us at:
info@diamondsforpeace.org

7

Become a
supporter

You can support Diamonds for Peace by becoming an
individual supporter! You can make one-time donation or
regular donations either monthly or yearly.

If you are outside the USA, DFP will email you a Paypal invoice
once you filled out the supporter form below.

Supporter Application Form
https://eng.diamondsforpeace.org/supporter/

If you are a resident in the USA, you can make a tax-
deductible donation when donating at the following URL. (The
donation will be made to DFP through an American non-profit
organization “Empowerment Works, Inc.”)
https://www.flipcause.com/hosted widget/hostedWidgetHo

me/ODQwMzY=

Should you have any questions, feel free to email us at:
info@diamondsforpeace.org

psam DB a8
R MILES RAD - 35BH
AIO-H17ESRAD) - 575H
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SHEPHSEIA G FOURLZ B2,
https://diamondsforpeace.org/corporate-membership-jpn/

CBRIEHHELLS. BREA-ITTERVED RSN,

info@diamondsforpeace.org
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3,000 50EE—IFELVTSOEZCHBELTVET.
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https://diamondsforpeace.org/supporters/

Ly
5H : DFPHEAUTIOOWVTHIZ D23y T 0. HOTIEVEUIZIA AT DEREE
Photo: Students in Weasua who picked up trash in the community after the workshop on
trash that DFP introduced at a local public school
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