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The minibg specialist (thind person fi
teaches how to use it effectively foryge

From December 11-15, 2022, DFP
conducted a 5-day workshop on the
basics of responsible diamond minin,
with a mining specialist, Caelen Burand,
from the United States. The purpose of
the workshop was to help miners and
diggers understand how to carry out
simple exploration for efficient mining,
as well as effective gravel processing for
recovering more diamonds in the mining
field. The workshop also raised aware-
ness about the issues that the miners are
causing for the environment through
excavating the earth and not reclaiming
the land. The importance of refilling the
holes after digging was also emphasized
to reduce the famage on the earth
caused by artisanal diamond mining
activities.

Contents of the Workshop
The content of the workshop was
centered on the regular diamond mining
life cvele: prospecting, exploration,
digging holes, processing of gravel, and
then reclamation. The mining specialist
provided insight about the different
stages the miners need to go through
when looking for diamonds, and what
skills s/he needs to apply in each stage of
the life cycle in order to be efficient in
their efforts to find more diamonds with-
out causing too much damage to the
earth. The workshop also provided an
opportunity for the miners to under-
stand the values of some of the stones
such as garnet, quartz, and corundum
they find in their fields.

Prospecting

The miners learned that prospecting is
the process of determining whether or
not diamonds can be found in a certain
area. [t was explained that for the miners
to better decide where to look for
diamonds during prospecting, s/he
needs to consider the processes that
create diamonds. They learned that
diamonds are created through the
process of erosion and the flowing of
rivers when the rocks hit against each
other and break into pieces but the
diamonds remain whole. With this
knowledge, the miners understood that
they can expect to find diamonds in a
waterfall, in a river, especially where the
water moves with high speed and rocks
hit against each other.
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Exploration

Before participating in this workshop,
miners told the specialist they dig
usually randomly (almost everywhere)
without knowing where to dig, and this
has resulted in their digging everywhere
without finding many diamonds. In
terms of exploration, miners learned
that it is the process that leads to a smart
decision on where to dig precisely for
diamonds. If the miners are knowledge-
able about how diamonds are created,
and the material that concentrates along
with the diamonds, s/he can use that
knowledge to decide where exactly to
dig. A well-organized analysis during
the exploration can help a miner make a
smart decision in finding more
diamonds effectively and efgf’lciently.
This will help reduce the number of pits
the miners dig, as well as the mining
cost. In addition, the level of distur-
bance that will be caused to the environ-
ment will be reduced.

Excavation

During the workshop, the mining
specialist found that the miners already
knew a lot about digging and excavation.
Therefore it was not necessary to talk
about it in detail.

Processing

The mining specialist reviewed the
processing method miners were practic-
ng before the workshop and found that
it was not as effective as it could be and
this has been causing the miners to lose
many diamonds. Prior to the workshop,
during gravel processing/jigging, the miners
would just “cut” (remove) the rocks from the
top of the jig (screen) and throw them away
without carefully checking whether thereis a
diamond among those rocks or not, This was
because they believed that the diamonds
would go down to the bottom of the jig
because they are much heavier and slipperier
than the rocks. For the improved method of
processing the specialist taught the miners to
classify the rocks during their gravel process-
ing so that rocks of similar size can be
collected together. Classification of the rocks
during processing will help miners to be able
to thoroughly check for diamonds and
recover valuable minerals like corundum,
especially among rocks that match the most
likely size of diamonds that can be found. For
this improved and effective processing
method (cont'd to p.2)
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the specialist introduced another type of mation.

jig with slightly bigger holes than the = % . 3
regular jig they are using. The jig can be Current Mining Practice in
laced right over the regular jig when Weasua

oading gravel; the jig with the slightly Before the workshop, the miners had
biggergholes will support the classifica- basically been using the guessing

tion of the final rock and the miners are method to find diamonds. As they knew _
likely to find their bigger diamonds from nothing about how diamonds concen- |

this jig among the rocks that it can hold. trate, as a result, they kept digging
) everywhere causing lots of damage to the
Reclamation earth.
Most of the miners had never practiced In addition, they had believed that
mine closure after excavating and corundum and other colored stones
processing. For them, the mining life were the samples to follow when looking
cycle has been from prospecting to for diamonds. In the workshop they
igging to processing ang they were not learned that the well-abraded large
interested in reclamation. However, quartz rock (locally known as “mamba
they got to understand from the work- rock”) is the real sample to follow in the
shop that they are borrowing the land process of finding diamonds because
from the earth whenever they excavate this rock and diamonds concentrate
the ground, and therefore, they need to together.
return the earth back to how it was .
before their mining activities. Miners Conclusion
learned that it is important to restore The participants were shocked by the
the land back to its original state after fact that they had been losing diamonds
mining by refilling the holes that are after realizing that they have not been
dug; otherwise, the land becomes using an effective processing method.
disturbed and agriculture activities They believe that part of the reason for
cannot take place because of the devas- the loss of diamonds due to their way of
tation. Additionally, the open pits filled gravel processing methods is tied to the
with water remain and serve as breeding many myths they have believed about
ponds for mosquitoes and other diamonds. Although it takes time to
disease-carrying insects. The open pits master effective and efficient diamond
can also become dangerous hazards for mining, DFP will continuously support
animals and even for human beings. the miners and diggers in Weasua to
In land reclamation, miners learned the equip them with the knowledge and
importance to keep the topsoil separate skills in order to conduct responsible
from the other {)a_vers of soil when diamond mining for their livelihood and
digging and the put it back on the top to protect the environment. The mining
when reclaiming. This is because it is the specialist will return to Liberia this May
topsoil that has the organic matter to to see how they are practicing and give
support plant growth right after recla more training.
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Artisanal diamond miners in Liberia
have common beliefs about diamond
mining. At first, miners could not easily
accept the scientific facts taught in the
workshop because they had believed
them through generations. Here are
major beliefs:

Jinia Controls Diamonds Underground
Miners believe in a woman devil called
Jinia. She is the one producin
diamonds and put them under, ruundg.
In order to have more diamonds in a
miner’s mine, s/he has to give sacrifice
to her. One of the participants for the
workshop asked the specialist “do T need
to give sacrifice (chicken) to Jinia? I
don't get to eat chicken because of
this....”

As Jinia doesn’t like other women,
women including those with mining
license are not allowed to enter diamon
mines in some communities especiall

vin Sl

Myths about Diamond Mining in Liberia

Grand Cape Mount County. In Weasua
where DFP works, there is no such rule.

Diamond is Heavier than Rock

Miners have always believed that a
diamond is heavier than rocks; there-
fore, a diamond always goes down to the
bottom of the jig while processing. This
is a myth because science proves that a
diamond and a rock have almost the
same density; therefore, if a rock and a
diamond are of the same size, they have
nearly the same weight.

In order to convince them, the specialist
demonstrated weighing a real diamond
with 0.16 carats and a rock of the same
size on a scale. All the miners who
claimed they didn’t believe it did their
own experiments. In the end, they all
realized that it is true.

Diamond Likes Water and It Is
ipperier than Rock

Miners believed that diamond likes
water and it is slipperier than rock.
Therefore, a diamond always goes down
to the bottom of the jig while processing.
They learned in the workshop that a
diamond is not slipperier than a rock.
They also learned that diamond is
hydrophobic (which means it lacks affin-
ity for water) which disproved their
belief.

Diamond and Jig are Magnetic
Miners believed that another reason
diamonds go down to the bottom of the
jig is because both the diamonds and the
jig are magnetic; therefore, they attract
each other. This belief was disproved by
science through a practical demonstra-
tion, by putting a magnet on both the
diamond and the jig and neither of them
could stick to the magnet. They got
convinced that the diamond and the jig
are not magnetic.

Diamond Has a Supernatural Power
Miners believed that diamonds have
supernatural power to go where they
want to go. They learned that a diamond
is just a mineral, it is lifeless; therefore, it
doesn’t have any power whatsoever to
move by itself to go anywhere.

<Biggest Diamonds ever Found in
Weasua>

All these myths except the woman devil
made miners to believe that they had to
check only the bottom of their jigs
carefully when processing the gravel.
They didn't check the surface of the
gravel where bigger diamonds were.
Participants told us a story that the
biggest diamond found in Weasua is
over 200 carat. However, miners didn’t
notice it and threw it away with other
rocks of similar size. A lucky person who
happened to walk there afterwards
found it and claimed it.
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| Agroforestry Started in Weasua

Thousands of people make their living
from artisanal diamond mining but it
contributes to deforestation. There are
over 50 abandoned diamond mines in
Weasua. In these abandoned mines,
there are many open pits that miners left
uncovered, and may of them are filled
with water. The land in these mines is
degraded thereby preventing agricul-
tural activities and the open pits are
breeding pools for disease-carrying
insects, as well as hazards for humans
and animals.

To address these issues and to promote
responsible diamond mining as well as
brovide economic incentives to miners,
JFP has been providing the cooperative
members wilg agroforestry training
through a Liberian agroforestry expert
since September 2022,

Many artisanal miners in Liberia prac-
tice farming when they are not mining.
However, they had never received any
training on agriculture and had been
farming on their own. they often made
mistakes.

Plan

Agroforestry is a form of agriculture that
maintains forests by growing a variety of
fruit trees and vegetables. It is a way to
earn an income while protecting the
forest and environment. For the first
year of the agroforestry, the cooperative
decided to cfitivatc one acre of land and
begin growing orange trees. Future
plans are to gradually expand the farm
and continue growing trees such as
oranges, avocados, and cashews. One
additional benefit of the agroforestry
project is the synergistic effect on the
members' beekeeping activities as fruit
trees and vegetable plants naturally
attract honeybees to use the flowering
blossoms to produce more honey.

Agroforestry Training So Far
The cooperative members have learned
about the following topics.

1) How to identify viable seeds

2) How to prepare nurturing beds
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3) How to choose the nutrient-rich soil URUZTIREF AEOA 2 KNERT(TE

4) How to prepare a nursery YRERTESEITTVEI N, FRIE TR
5) How to make natural pesticides AEA S Xt —RTa. ATl
6) How to make organic fertilizer with SO FOREEIILA BN ES . K ETLL
locally available materials (CIREREDT CETOBN. EDTROEN
7) How to clear the farm and reclaim an 3geps S T s B KICED. Slctio
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more than 500 germinated orange seeds 5z &N HNES,
on the nurturing bed and they trans-

ferred more than 280 to the nursery prp(:. ZRAMERIEE R L\EHBEILEE B
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estry activities. They started the land Fgghs 'JN'J?A(D?ﬁ'Uj#l/Z‘I\U—ﬁ
clearing exercise in late 2022. Following %tﬁ}’;j‘)b AACHLTTIOIALAR
its completion, they will start on the ) Frigs @l TOFT, 7H0IAL AN —
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1 had never heard of agroforestry before v
until agroforestry activities came to my UAUZOFHENEIEZDZ (S, FIESD
community. I am a highly motivated BRICEDOMTEERTO>TVET, LM
beekeeper and 1 learneﬁ that agrofor- U, CNFTREICRIT SAIEE )20
estry supports beekeeping through the ENRCE R TREERITOTLVERD, K
flowers that the trees produce, and that 32 EEDHDFRACLRE,
the trees we grow produce fruit, which
has a direct economic impact and helps -
protect the environment. Therefore, I 77074 Z b —FPIZRICLZIRMNTAE L
am happy to be a part of the agroforestry &L DELEVOFER, FMEREE1T-N—
activities because I believe it will help (#112241F)DHiELLFMBICAL > S OAR%EHE
the community. ABDTECRNEUI. SEITHR 2 (CHUSEE
KU, ALZZOM. PRARPHZ1-Fyvia
Blama Momo CORMFBITEITV RELZRFTIH LT
I have personally developed an interest YRA[E EICDBITBETEITT ., FRIVNTH
in_agroforestry activities because 1 SDZLDN\FIVELEETHLDICHE, 2D
believe it is beneficial to the cooperative TEARZRERLET Sz, TRIFETIEDHER)
members and to the community. Prior REHIFTEETS,
to this project, I started growing cocoa
as an alternative income generation
means. I made many mistakes in the
process of dgrowing cocoa. But when I
participated in the agroforestry training,
1 began to understand more about the
good practices in growing cocoa and
other perennial crops. Since then, I have
made the agroforestry expert my closest
friend and he has been teaching me
many things.
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Students Learned about Trash

DFP has decided it was time to address
an urgent environmental concern that
did not involve diamonds. The residents
in Weasua lack the information about
how to properly dispose of their trash.
They frequently dump their trash in the
rivers, in the bushes, and everywhere in
the community without understanding
what the effects are. This way of treating
trash is not unique to Weasua; it is a
common issue across Liberia. Needless
to say, there is no public trash collection
service in Liberia.

For these reasons, DFP conducted two
days waste management workshops in
November 2022, targeting a total of 101
elementary and junior high school
students, together with school teachers,
and the hygiene promotion committee
in Weasua composed of community
residents. The reason for targeting
students is so that when the students
gained the knowledge about proper
arbage disposal, they can share what
they ﬁave earned with their families
and this in turn will hopefully change
the mindsets and actions of the entire
community about how to handle the
trash.

Contents of the Workshop
The workshop had two sessions:

1) Classroom lecture and discussion,
and 2) Outside activity (waste picking).
The aim of the workshop was for the
students to be able to describe and iden-
tify what “waste” is, to describe the
eftects of waste on humans, animals,
and the environment, to understand
what waste management is, and to give
ideas for reducing waste, etc.

During the classroom session, students
learned what trash is, how it affects their
surroundings, and how to dispose it

properly.

After the classroom session, students
went outside in small groups to conduct
a waste-picking activity. The objective of
the outside exercise was to understand
the different types of waste they produce
in their community and how to separate
them. Each group was given three
garbage bags and instructed to collect
waste and put them in the garbage bags
according to the three categories: Burn-
able, Non-burnable, and Recyclable.

At the end of the workshop, students
received handouts summarizing the
contents of the workshop, and students
wrote down their commitments and
what they would do to help keep the
community clean. A pre-test and a
post-test were also conducted to

Clean-up activity by Hygiene Promotion Committee

measure the level of learning achieved
during the workshop. It was observed
that students’ understanding of waste
management had improved.

Conclusion

It is very crucial that all the residents in
the community understand the impor-
tance of disposing of waste properly to
have a decent life.

If students understand the negative
aspects of improper waste management
and how garbage generated by different
households and communities should be
handled, they can spread the message to
their parents and help them practice
proper waste management at all times.
However, learning and doing are two
different things. Students may have

learned the training contents well but IEIBHBIHEOA

they will need to be committed to ‘dl])(l)l}"
ing the knowledge in order to help keep
their community clean.

DFP will continue to follow up with the
students and the community residents
and keep raising awareness so that the
whole community changes their actions
and starts to properly dispose of their
garbage.

[Testimonies of the Students]
Deborah (9th Grade)
I learned that putting waste all over the
community, burning plastic in the
community, and putting waste in the
river are not good, it is disturbing
human health. We should learn to clean
up the community. If we don’t manage
our waste, it makes the community look
and smell bad, even make us sick and
give us diseases including the animals.
I can cut the grass in my yard and try to
keep the place clean. Since I have
learned this knowledge from the work-
shop, 1 will make sure to talk to the
people in my community not to put dirt
in the community, but to clean the
waste around their houses and in the
community, cut the grass, and keep the
lace clean to il\"Oi(f. snakes and other
ad creatures that harm humans.

Abraham (gth Grade)

I learned about how to clean the
environment and how to segregate
waste materials. We were told in the
workshop that plastic bottles are not to
be burned because people can reuse it;
as for the papers, we were told that we
can burn them but at a specific place.
Based on all that [ learned in the work-
shop, I am telling my friends and family
members to take care of the waste in the
community and make sure the commu-
nity is kept clean.
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Hygiene Promotion Committee Kicked off
and Clean-up Campaign

In 2021 at a community assembly in
Weasua, 10 community residents estab-
lished a Hygiene Promotion Committee
(HPC). This decision was based on a
mapping exercise done previously where
“dumping” spots had been identified.
Having gained official permission from
community leaders, the HPC started its
activities. This included clean-up
campaigns started in November, the
creation of designated garbage dumpin
sites, and the introduction of requir
classification of garbage into three
categories: burnable, non-burnable, and
recyclable. Community residents are
now required to take their own house

hold garbage to the sites, disposal of
which is managed by the HPC.

In November 2022, two representatives
from the HPC participated in the Waste
Management Workshop and presented
their activities in the community. DFP
plans to hold a Training of the Trainer to
the HPC members so that they can
directly lead the workshop.

Though it may take time for residents in
Weasua to actively Earticipate in clean-
up campaign and change their mindset,
DFP wa continue to support the clean-
up campaigns and awareness raising
activities by HPC.
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Second Public Toilet Facility in Weasua

For many months, DFP has been work-
ing on building the second public toilet
facility in Weasua in collaboration with
the community beneficiaries.

The second public toilet facility is being
set up in the Mandingo Quarter in
Weasua. Before making a decision where
to build the second one, DFP announced
at the community meeting that they
would support the second public toilet
construction, and asked community
residents to submit a proposal if the\
really wanted to have a toilet facility in
their own quarter. Beneficiaries under all
the DFP projects are asked to show their
commitment: a proposal in this case.
This is because it is the community
residents who turn the plan into a reality,
DFP only provides the oppo rtumty
costly materials, a toilet construction
technician, and monitoring/supervision
in this case.

Mandingo Quarter was the only quarter
which submitted a proposal. It included

bud;l,ct for the required materials, locally
availa
ocks, etc.),

beneficiaries (sand, water, b

the establishment of a construction DFP(FU(X7A T22EONH ML S E(‘_
project committee, a proposed facility ERD$HA TWET . 20BORH MG 9
management after the completion of Z"#'IOJCPGD?/T{/:T&U}(;néﬁ'SODEP
construction, the names of direct benefi- [Ci¥E L &9, BATORE(CHILODFPIEAY
ciary householdq the names of volunteer DEAST2OEHOLH M LUSEICDWVWTH
workers, and the tentative schedule. U, BEITIFEE T PESEIRETZLS
Upon confirmation of the proposal by HUMIFEUR, £L020E, DFPIFTATOE
DFP, community leaders approved the BCHLT RS (FEE)NEEHTS
construction in Mandingo Quarter, and Z¢ZERLTHD. TOEEHMFHIEC
the work actually started in October DA BEEUTLSHBTT,

2022. Beneficiaries in Mandingo Quarter

were highly motivated at the time of {E@’”&?‘"tﬁbﬁ.@(; YOTVIERED
proposal, but the construction faced TUME., REIEICIFAH ML OBEE, 4
various challenges after launch such as BEMELRLEYE. SRARESMeat
beneficiaries not showing up to work. 3‘5@75’51?75“&*3“(@‘ K. T0v9
After overcoming such difficulties, it is ). B TOITINERRDSBT, ML
expected to be completed by the time you 5eENEIRF %, BiES L #%. A5
read this. DEP will continuously support > 73HMER . 25T 1-LENEENT

the Mandingo Quarter Toilet Manage-

ment Committee to ensure that they

conduct proEer maintenance and man-
agement of the facility.

e
The materials used for this public toilet EZIREIFICIIV> T TEED

construction were supported by a jewelry
designer,

technician and DFP

Japan Fund for Global Environment.

! Annie, the caretak

a usgeofithe toilet

First Public Toilet Facility in Weasua
- Voice from the beneficiary-

The first public toilet facility in Weasua
was completed in March 2022 with the
support of the Japan Fund for Global
Environment. The direct beneficiaries of
the toilet project contributed to the
project as well. They collected locally
available resources such as sand, water,
and bricks, and provided labor.

The facility is used by 21 households in
one s)drt of the community originally
called “Slipway”, popularly known as
“Poo-Poo Creek.” The residents call it so
because most people used the nearby
creek for de? ccation prior to the
construction of the public toilet. Follow-
ing the construction of the public toilet
facility, the community residents have
been using it and they are saying the
project is worthy and timely.

We interviewed a direct beneficiary how
they feel about using the toilet.

Annie, the caretaker

I am really enjoying the opportunity to
have the facility in my community.
Before this toilet was constructed, this
community used to really smell bad,

because some of the community
residents used to defecate uncontrolla-
bly near where we live. We never used to
eat our food in peace because of the bad
smells. As for me, [ used to defecate in
the Wea-gbennie River which is about
0.5km distance from my house; it was
really hard and embarrassing for me.

[ am the caretaker of this toilet facility. 1
feel very l§ood and happy working in this
pOSIllon ecause | want to make sure the
toilet is properly maintained. 1 don’t
want to go back to the days when the
community used to be very messy and
smelled bad. I am also in charge of
collecting LD 100 (about USD
0.66)/month/household as a mainte-
nance fee. The collection of this fund is
challenging as some of the toilet users
are reneging on the payment; however, I
am not giving up on the task as every
user must pay the fees so that we can
keep the toilet properly used and main- A
tained.

You can read more interviews at DFP
website!

MIO HARUTAKA'’s Visit to Weasua

MIO HARUTAKA, one of DFP’s corpo-
rate members, who has supported the
procurement of planks to build beehives
and bee colonies for beekeeping activi-
ties, as well as materials to build the
second public toilet facility in Mandingo
Quarter, visited Weasua in November
2022, She observed all of the impressive
activities that DFP and the cooperative
are workmF on together, and she
encouraged local stakeholders and

beneficiaries to continue with their |
\wrk She also joined the Waste Man-

agement Workshg at an elementary
sc hool and attended several cooperative
meetings. Mio spoke passionately with

the children in Weasua about the impor- &
tance of proper garbage disposal, and ¥
told cooperative members that they can

be proud of themselves because
diamond mining is a special profession.
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First Honey Harvest in Weasua

Since 2020, DFP has been working with It took full two years before 1 could
an NGO, the Universal Outreach Foun- harvest honey for the first time. I almost
dation (UOF) to promote beekeeping gave up beekeeping. I believed that I
activities and provide additional income could harvest honey one day or one week

for artisanal diamond miners and
diggers in Weasua, Liberia. At this time,
the Weasua cooperative has set up
approximately 120 beehives in the
forests near the Lofa Mano National
Park, and 30 beekeepers are currently
engaged in beekeeping while also
mining diamonds.

In August 2022, the cooperative mem-
bers harvested approximately three
gallons (approximately 16 k%) of honey
or the first time! When the beekeeping
activities started in 2020, about 70
J;eo le joined in the basic training for
eekeeping. Many participants believed
that honeybees would come and live in
the beehives in a few days after setting
them up and they could harvest honey
soon. However, the participants were
disappointed that things did not go that
way and felt discouraged about beekeep-
ing. By July 2022 the number of active
beekeepers was decreased to about 15.

Most of the cooperative members who
continued with the project did so
because they had faith that beekeepin;
would be a way of changing their life an
they had the patience to continue the
bee]{eelnin activities. Two years later,

at longest after I set up the beehives, but
I couldn’t imagine that I had to wait for
two years before harvesting honey. It
has been hard to continue beekeeping,
but I'm so happy now.

Kadala, a cooperative member who
tasted the harvested honey

1 thought beekeeping was impossible
when I first heard about it. This is
because I thought that people could not
keep and control honeybees for harvest-
ing honey. We used to go out to look for
wild honey in the forest and pick it up
before we started learning beekeeping.
Now we understand that honeybees can
find their home, beehives, By them-
selves, live there and produce honey.

Improving Beekeeping Skills
and Protecting Forests

In order to acquire higher skills of
beekeeping, four cooperative members
joined in a nine-day intermediate
eekeeping training, which was held by
UOF in November 2022. The members
learned how to make beehives, maintain
them every day, divide honeycombs for
increasing the colonies, harvest honey
and make honey products using by-
broducts such as beeswax. They afso

they finally succeeded in harvesting learned a basic concept about agrofor-
honey for the first time. This first estry, and the characteristics and habitat
harvest has encouraged not only the of honeybees. Seven beekeeping leaders
active beekeepers but also other coop- called “Bush Managers” in Weasua had
erative members who had given up joined in the similar training held in
beekeeping, as well as other community Nimba County in 2021. DFP hopes that

members who had initially been
involved with the project.

Before harvesting honey, seven coopera-
tive members learned how to harvest
honey properly and to make products
like body cream using by-products
through an additional training in Bomi
County. Using their newly- learned
harvesting skills, the cooperative was
able to sell two gallons out of the
harvested honey and shared the remain-
ing one gallon among the beekeepers.
The beeﬁ'ee ers enjoyed the taste of
houei', the fruits oiJ their labor. Their
first harvesting experience has encour-
aged them, and some of them try to
build beehives voluntarily.

Testimonies]

usmanie, a cooperative member
who harvested honey from his beehive
and sold it.

the four beekeepers who participated in
2022 on behalf of the cooperative will
also play a role as Bush Managers who
give mstructions to other members and
promote beekeeping activities in the
community.

The cooperative members have been
learning the importance of forest protec-
tion not only through these trainings but
also daily beekeeping activities. They are
now making signboards to let commu-
nity members know when and where a
beekeeping activity is taking place as
well as facts about stopping deforesta-
tion.

In addition, the cooperative and DFP
Jaunched agroforestry activities in
September 2022. It will promote forest
protection and planting of flower trees
which will attract more honeybees. This
project will bring a synergistic effect of
getting more honey yields in the future.

Fingerlings in the Fish Pond

Since July 2021 DFP has been support- Prior to the release of the fingerlings, a
ing the cooperative’s fish pond project to Liberian aquaculture expert taught the
diversify and increase the members’ cooperative members how to control
income. In December 2022 the coopera- water quality using a tool called a Secchi
tive released 228 Tilapia fingerlings into disc. The expert also explained impor-
one of the three 20-meter square fish tant soil management and feeding so
ponds that were hand-dug by the coop- that they can manage their own fish
erative. The cooperative members were ponds.

cagerly awaiting the fingerlings that DFP

had brought from Monrovia, the capital As digging three fish ponds by hand had
city of Liberia. After confirming that not been an easy task, the cooperative
none of the fingerlings had died, they had a difficult time finding enough
headed for the pond saying "we are members to participate. Those who
releasing the fingerlings now!” although believed that fish ponds would help
it was after 10:00 pm! improve their livelihoods did not give up
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and made progress little by little. The
release of fingerlings in December has
increased their motivation and willing-
ness to engage in the project.

DFP will support the cooperative in
releasing fingerlings into the remainin
two ponds. The first harvest is schedule
in approximately 8 months. The coop-
erative intends to use the profit from the
sales to buy fingerlings and feed in the
future so that this project will be sustain-
able. DFP will monitor it and intervene
as necessary.
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Do you wonder who is behind DFP
activities? Let us introduce you to some
members of the team who turn DFP
projects/activities into reality.

Winston (Kakata, Liberia),
DFP Liberia staff

I am a Liberian and working with
Diamonds for Peace Liberia (DFPL) as
coordinator.

My father used to work with a diamond
mining company in Grand Cape Mount
County as a heavy duty mechanic. |
visited him on the mine in 2001. It was
my first visit to a diamond mine. Seeing
a diamond for the first time was really
amazingT I expected to see many rjch
[)eople iving luxuriously in beautiful
houses. Instead, I was shocked to see the
artisanal diamond miners living in
abject poverty: living in dilapidated
houses and barely having enough to eat.
I had always thought diamond was a
“get rich the moment you find one”
kind of mineral. After seeing the miners
living in poverty, I began to think and
believe that they were wasteful spenders
who lavish the money they get from
recovering diamonds and then continue
to live in poverty. I lived with this belief
until I started working with DFPL in
2016.

It was then that I understood the real
situations in the artisanal diamond
mining industry. The artisanal diamond
miners are trapped in a poverty chain;
they cannot get rich because they have to
rely on exploitative investors to finance
their mining projects and in return buy
the miners’ recovered diamonds. Having
understood the real situation and realiz-
ing the helpless nature of the miners, I
changed my thought about diamond
miners, and T started to passionately
support DFPL’s vision.

@
Who are supporting DFP?

Let us introduce the voices of supporters
and one of our corporate members.

Nina (Amsterdam,

The Netherlands), Supporter
My job has nearly nothing to do with the
jewelry industry: 1 have worked in a
corporate environment in Amsterdam
since 2019, and my job is mostly related
to anti-money laundering and sanc-
tions. But when you work for some time
in a very wealthy industry, you start
wondering where that wealth comes
from, and what its true cost is.

Most of the time we can imagine the
answers, but we struggle finding an
alternative or an effective way to
support a change.Supporting DFP 1s my
way to be part of that change: a real,
concrete change, that operates by giving
mining workers fair conditions, and that
might hopefully expand to enrich Libe-
ria and other African countries that still
struggle in getting benefits from their
OWN resources.

1 got to know DFP through Mara Braga-
glia, the first person that I heard speak-
ing about fair trade gold and gems, and I
immediately decided to support the
groject. My hope is that people will

ecome conscious that a change for the
better is possible, and that one day
trading jewelry with fair conditions will
simply be the common market practice.
It will take time, but I Eut enough faith
in people to believe in this vision.
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Miho

Miho (Gifu, Japan), Volunteer
Working with DFPL, my most exciting I'm an editor and translator as a DFP
moments have been interacting directly volunteer while being an office worker in
with the artisanal diamond miners and another company. I started to work as a
the people living in the mining commu- DFP volunteer in 2014. As I would like to
nities; Siscussing their issues and the work as a translator and improve my
possible solutions and supporting them English skills, I searched for a job as a
to achieve the needed results. Although voluntary translator and found recruit-
it turns out to be challenging many times ment information about DFP volunteers
as the miners find it difficult to adapt to online. I wasn’t aware of serious social
new ideas for positive change in their issues behind diamonds and {ewelr_v
best interest, and then they become very until starting to work as a DFP volunteer.
slow to respond.

I learned issues related to the working
For example, DFPL introduced record environment and human rights of
keeping to the cooperative, It remains a diamond miners and diggers through
cha})len e for them to do it effectively, reading and translating various articles
although T have been providing them or documents and supporting DFP
close coaching for years. There is a lot of activities. I guess that many people have
missing information and the records are little awareness of these problems.
often not updated. This is one thing the
miners were never practicing before I will make an effort to edit and translate
DFPL started working with them, so I articles about these issues clearly to
understand it is going to take time for bring awareness about these topics to
them to adapt. The miners have since others. I'm glad to be engaged in DFP
understood the importance of keeping activities since 2014, when DFP started
the records, as it often becomes an as avoluntary group. I will keep support-
embarrassment to them when they need ing DFP!

to refctt'i tg a certa;in beinform:x}}iond but
cannot find it, simply because they don’t 3 |
record it properly. In these instances, [ DFPG)IEEJO)%{E]
have always emphasized to the coopera- DFPOEENIZ OB H IR ADOERRICLD
tive with well organized and updated EHHULTLET, SO, EENEZRIET DX
records promotes their credibility and »/\-2&%fEITLEY,
helps them to make good decisions for
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, . _ DFPURUFASYT
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because it takes long to finish a task and DFPL:DFPOUAD ZIISE N ) Ta—7 1
progress to the next stage. However, it is —G—kbtﬁb(U"UT’/\Z”? LEHYRY T
obvious that people will not change 0F5SRr—J90Y Fﬂﬂl:ﬁ%g’foDF
overnight when they have been used to yoiFaan = BOMIE T ELTRILTOE
doing things in a certain way. I certainly | fA(iZ(‘JOlf‘F_(H)W)'C’J'fV%DFﬁuJ
understand this, and 1 have been 'C{E(Si%’ﬁm FAPEY REBREZ4A
committed to my job because 1 am sy=mi£=r W@ A4 KoRATAE
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Morris went to Nairobi

Morris, the chairperson for the cooperative
in Weasua, visited Nairobi, Kenya early in
December 2022 with Chie to participate in
the Artisanal & Small-Scale Mining confer-
ence organized by EGPS Fund at the World
Bank. It was his first time ever to leave
Liberia so we first started by helping him
obtain his passport.

He was shocked to see how Nairobi has
developed! He learned the importance of
preserving the nature, women’s participa-
tion, reclamation and due diligence etc. He
said “we need women's participation!” He
went on to add “We need to reclaim the
mines! We need to do due diligence®
again!” when he is back. Our thanks go to
EGPS for giving us this opportunity.

*Due diligence:To evaluate the risks in a
supply chain, consider how to reduce
them, and then publish the results.
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Who are supporting DFP? (cont’d)

Mara Bragagha, MARAISMARA |
(Frosinone, Italy),

Yellow Diamond Corporate Member
Even though T have been creating
jewelry for over a decade under the
namc “Maraismara”, my background is

(i)hllomphy Obsuvmg, questionin;
and ponderi § is my way to approach
everything and when it came to jewelry,

it naturally translated into (‘hdllengmg
ethical questions.

When 1 first met Chie in London, back
in 2018, I was sort of stuck.

At that point 1 was already using
Fairtrade Gold, which I introduced to
Italy, colored gemstones from known
artisanal mines and pearls from sustain-
able farms, but diamonds were still the
elephant in the room. I was well aware
of the issues behind the Kimberly
Process, as of the fact that Canadian and
Australian  diamonds weren't the
answer. At the same time, even if a
solution was nowhere to be found soon,
I didn't want to openly stop using
diamonds, as it woul(? have sounded as
labelling the entire diamond industry as
ethically unviable. My belief is that what
was - and still is - needed, is just a way to
let people beneficiate from the richness
of their very own land.

That day in 2018 | immediately decided

to support DFP to be best of my possi- 11

bilities, and not only for the idea of
being able, in the future, to use
diamonds from ASM operations. I
thought that whenever the material will
become available, in two or ten years

time, it will prove that another way of

doing things is possible and that will be
crucial.

Years later loyal collectors and enthusi-
astic readers regularly ask me updates
about the first batch of DFP diamonds,
willing to get the first pieces made with
them. T think this says a lot about the
value of the project and how needed it
is.

Become a
corporate

member
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Dr. Sugishita (Kagoshima,
Japan), Honey Supporter

I am Dr. Tomohiko Sugishita, a
medical doctor on the island of
Yakushima in Japan.

I used to work with Chie (DFP
founder) for two years when we were
in Kisumu, a town in western Kenya
for a Japanese government project
to strengthen tﬁe health manage-
ment system. She has been passion-
ate about reducing poverty in Africa
and worked in the field of health
promotion with Kenyan counter-
parts.

I have been to Liberia many times
for work and love Liberian people
who don't forget to smile even in
difficult times of poverty, civil war,
or Ebola. I can feel Chie’s commit-
ment and passion to help Liberians
tackle their challenges. I also want to
be helpful in that endeavor.

I am enjoying Liberian honey 1
received as a honey supporter and
I'm Iookmg forward to visiting Libe-
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Acknowledgement

“Project for Establishing a Model
Balancing the Environmental Protec-
tion and Income Enhancement in the
Artisanal Diamond Mining Communi-
ties in Liberia,” which includes the
workshop on the basics of responsible
diamon mining, agroforestry,
beekeeping, waste management work-
shop, clean up campaigns by hygiene
promotion committee, and building
the second public toilet facility, is
supported by Japan Fund for Global
Environment and donations by
individuals and companies.

DFP appreciates their kind support.
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1-2-1 Earth Plaza, Kosugaya, Sakae-ku
Japan

Diamonds for Peace Liberia

Francis Lewis Estate, Kakata,

Margibi County, Liberia

Email: info@diamondsforpeace.org

\htlps: feng.diamondsforpeace.org
1

Yokohama City, Kanagawa, 247-0007 247-0007
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